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m OmECTOR SAYS 


Law Helps Gangsters Find Informers 


WASHINGTON — Prim inmates and 
organiatd crime are osing the Freedom 
of Informatioo Act to identify inform- 
ants who aent them to jail, FBI Director 
William Wefaetcr hat told Coogrem 
Weheier, who recently advocated a 10- 
year moratorinro on diadosnre of cloeed 
criminal investigative files, said Wednes- 
day If perc en t of all FOIA reqoeits re- 
ceived by the FBI now come from 
prisoner!. 

**To onr knowledge, no informant haa 
suffered physical ham as a resolt of an 
FOIA diaclownre," Webster told a Bouae 


Government Operatkni snbcommittee. 

*3Qt abeeoce of a victim does not 
leaen onr cooce ra . We know that re- 
tpiesteri are woridng together, pooling 
roiA information, to idatify sources,^ 
WefaatersakL 

“For example, we know that an 
organiaed crime group made a concerted 
effort to identify aourcea through the 
Freedom of Informatioo Act,” Welwter 
said. **Our experience tella ns that in 
many ins t a n ces their requests are being 
made for the purpose of identifying the 
informaniB who *probabl]f' were respon- 
sible for their incaroeratjon.’* 


FOIA requesta a day, and iti r ea poos ei 
run 19,000 pagea a year. Ha said there 
was no way the FBI could nmwer the 
roiA requesta within the 10 to 20 work- 
ing day tinie lindt aet ^ law. 

The POl, enacted In 1966, established 
the general principle that any peraon 
should have aece as to records main- 
tained by Executive Branch agencies^ ** 

FoUowing revelatioo that the FBI and 
intelligence agendsi kepi fUet on many 
unsuspecting Americans, it was amended 
in 1974 to establish strict time for 
compliance by the agen^ 


